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	Summary:    
The Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs has issued a consultation paper, and invited views by 29 November 2005, on the Government’s proposals to amend the Local Access Forum (England) Regulations 2002, in order to improve the effectiveness, operation and administration of the forums.

Recommendation:
to agree a response to the consultation paper 


1 Introduction

1.1
The Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs has issued a consultation paper relating to proposals to amend the Local Access Forum (England) Regulations 2002.  A copy of the paper is attached at Appendix 1 to this report. Most forums have been in operation for two years, and the proposals reflect the experience of how they are working in practice. The Department is suggesting a number of amendments that could be made to help the effectiveness of forums.

1.2 Defra has indicated that the proposed amendments are intended to assist all those involved with forums in carrying out their functions. The proposals, which are set out in Chapter 3 of the paper, seek to introduce greater flexibility in how appointing authorities carry out their duties, and place new duties on authorities to supply the Countryside Agency with basic information on their forum(s). Views are also invited on whether to extend the number of bodies to whom it is the function of forums to provide advice; whether the Secretary of State should prescribe additional matters on which forums provide advice, or, whether to amend the regulations in any other ways. . Consultees are also encouraged to submit any examples of good practice which might be used in preparing the guidance.

1.3 Most of the proposals which Defra are seeking feedback on concern administrative technicalities regarding things like the appointment of members and as such may not be of great interest to the Forum. However Defra is also seeking views on whether the list of bodies to whom it is the function of the LAFs to provide advise should be extended and whether the Secretary of State should prescribe additional matters on which LAFs should advise. A recent example of where the Forum had an interest but was not a statutory consultee is the draft Shoreline Management Plan. The Forum may wish to make representations on these matters. A summary of Defra’s proposals and other matters which it is seeking views on is set out in Annex A of the consultation paper.

1.4
The deadline for receipt of comments on the consultation paper is 29 November 2005.
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